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We introduced a new graphic design during our 40t Anniversary Year in 2006 — as expressed in our
refreshed logo and a variety of publications. Another big chapter in that evolution, in this 41st year, brings
many changes to Livengrin’s website. We cordially invite you to visit \w\ww |iven gl’l N Ol’g

The new website, launching in
September during National Recovery
Montbh, offers a great deal more than

our previous online pages.

There’s a trove of information about
the many programs and services
Livengrin provides to people
seeking recovery, and about
substance abuse itself.

The site’s view of life at Livengrin can address concerns and ease the fears of the individual who wonders
what happens “behind that door.” There are complete outlines of the Livengrin continuum of care — from
detox and residential services to the range of outpatient options, plus the admissions process and insurance
and financial matters. Visitors to the site can hear the “voices of recovery” in meaningful and poignant
stories — the real experiences of those who have learned to manage the challenges of recovery.

Specialized sections address the needs of those in the community we work with, including physicians,
therapists, corporate human resources managers, attorneys and others. The chapter on “Understanding
Addiction” promotes comprehension of a difficult disease, illustrating how people can be negatively affected
not only by their choices in life, but also the biological, environmental and genetic causes of dependency.

Visitors will find a detailed history of the organization and the people behind it in the early days; profiles of
the dedicated professionals on staff and our Board today; and video, audio and print files of media coverage
of Livengrin and the issues it is involved with. Improvements and new features will be added to the site in
the months to come. We invite you to spend some time with us in cyberspace!

____——

Commemorate National Recovery Month at our next

Alumni & Friends Breakfast

A morning to share friendships, food and inspiring messages about recovery

Sunday, Septemberl6 |0AM
See Calendar on pg. 8
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Helen, We’re Sorry to Lose You

Through more than eighteen years, the dedication and deter-
mination of Helen Weigand have brought the kind of results
that changes, and saves, lives. From her work as D.U.I. Coot-
dinator for Lower Bucks County, through the countless hours
serving on Bucks County “victim impact panels” to the suc-
cessful passage of last year’s ruling — “Alice’s Law,” named
after her daughter — to establish those panels statewide, Helen
has been a force for public education, victim’s representation
and the fight against drinking and driving. She has moved on
to a new professional opportunity, and Livengrin will miss her
feisty outlook and boundless energies.

Vital PA Law Comes Closer to Final Approval

The wheels of the legislative process are turning on a bill that will help
streamline services to individuals in need of drug and alcohol treatment and
prevention. A June endorsement by the Pennsylvania House of Representa-
tives is being followed by Senate action.

Bucks County Representative Gene DiGirolamo (R), one of the strongest
voices in the Commonwealth for these issues, is the key author of the bill.

House Bill 614 establishes a separate state agency to streamline all of the
various drug and alcohol treatment programs available in the state.
DiGirolamo believes that a separate state agency, to be called the Department
of Drug and Alcohol Programs, will better help individuals and their families
by having a closer ear to the Governor’s Office.

“This legislation is designed to help provide better access to people in need of
treatment for drug and alcohol issues,” said
DiGirolamo. “There needs to a better way for
individuals and families to get the information
they need to find help. A cabinet-level agency
that has direct interaction with the governor not
only will help advance the issues of drug and
alcohol rehabilitation, but (should also mean)
increased state funding for its programs.”

The new department and its cabinet-level secre-
tary would develop a plan to coordinate services
provided by state agencies, along with additional
health and rehabilitation efforts. A model for
controlling drug and alcohol abuse and depend-
ence at the local level, with coordination between
municipalities, would be initiated.

Rep. Gene DiGirolamo,
leader of the efforts in
Pennsylvania to bring drug
abuse issues to the fore,
spoke at Livengrin’s 40th
Anniversary Celebration
last November.

“We’re pleased to see that our local Representative, and others in Harrisburg,
are working to move drug and alcohol issues to their own department in the
state government,” commented Livengrin CEO Rick Pine. “So many people
need this sort of representation and attention to their interests.”

As September rolls around, HB614 is moving through the Senate Public
Health & Welfare Committee. Pennsylvania voters everywhere can express
their opinion by contacting Sen. Ted Erickson (Drexel Hill, Delaware Co.), at
610-853-4100, or via email at: eerickson@pasen.gov.







